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“I believe dance is a vehicle for social change, and as educators we can provide access to the fullest 

human experience through the arts.” 

– Kiri Avelar 

My teaching philosophy is informed by my experiences as a student of Mexican and Spanish folk dance, 

Classical Spanish, and flamenco as well as ballet, modern dance, and jazz. This varied training, alongside 

learning under masterful teachers with diverse pedagogical approaches, has given me a place to cross-

reference and hybridize my style of instruction. Teaching in an array of settings and geographical 

locations, including an orphanage in Mexico, universities in New Mexico and New Jersey, public schools 

in New Mexico and New York City, and dance studios throughout Texas, New Jersey, and New York City 

has also significantly shaped my philosophy. 

As I reflect on my practices, I find my philosophy to be formed around the overarching themes of 

Dialogue, Student Voice, Inquiry, Cultural Identity, and Reflection|Assessment.   

Using these themes as a framework, I challenge myself as an educator to see how my students can 

experience dialogue firsthand, as through the relationship of the baile, toque, and cante in flamenco. My 

intention is for values, such as dialogue, to transcend a specific form of dance that my students 

experience and be taken into their general practice as students and human beings. Through structured 

improvisation there is place for student voice and inquiry to grow. This practice, as found in communal-

based settings of various dance forms, provides a platform for students to be heard, empowered, and 

critical. I strive to honor the cultural identities of dance by exploring the rich history and traditions, while 

challenging norms such as gender specific movement choices and songs and dances “meant for” a 

selected people group/place. I look for entry points that will give access to the work of traditional 

dances in present day, so all students can relate to and find place within the global spectrum of dance 

forms.  

I aspire to be intuitive to the students’ individual needs, and flexible in responding to them. I value 

carving out time and space to reflect on our performance in the classroom (as teacher and student[s]) 

through writing, drawing, and reviewing videotaped portions of class. Through these practices of 

reflection, one often finds endless possibilities for growth and refinement of practices, methods, 

assessment tools and curriculum. They enable both teacher and student to become agents of 

transformational learning.  

These principles have allowed me the opportunity to grow as an educator and a social justice arts 

advocate. As a lifelong learner, I am passionate about developing my philosophy. Taking classes, 

attending workshops, choreographing dance, creating dance films, writing reflectively, and asking my 

students and colleagues to survey my work motivate me in this direction. 

It is my greatest hope that my students take ownership of their learning, develop critical thinking and 

problem-solving skills, become risk-takers, find their voices, and believe in greater, diverse possibilities 

both inside and outside the classroom.   
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